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This hypo-
thesis ex-
plains some
obscure
features
in the
traditional
history of
the Latin
kings, such
as the
stories
of their
miraculous
birth.

The Latin
kings
perhaps
begotten
at a Satur-
nalia.

The
Roman
festival of
Mid-
summer
was a kind
of Satur-
nalia,
and was
specially
associated
with the
fire-born
King
Servius
Tullius.

This hypothesis has the advantage of explaining in a
simple and natural way some obscure features in the
traditional history of the Latin kingship. Thus the legends
which tell how Latin kings were born of virgin mothers and
divine fathers become at least more intelligible. For,
stripped of their fabulous element, tales of this sort mean
no more than that a woman has been gotten with child by
a man unknown ; and this uncertainty as to fatherhood is
more easily compatible with a system of kinship which
ignores paternity than with one which makes It all-
important If at the birth of the Latin kings their fathers
were really unknown,1 the fact points either to a general
looseness of life in the royal family or to a special relaxa-
tion of moral rules on certain occasions, when men and
women reverted for a season to the licence of an earlier age.
Such Saturnalias are not uncommon at some stages of social
evolution. In our own country traces of them long survived
in the practices of May Day and Whitsuntide, if not of
Christmas. Children born of the more or less promiscuous
intercourse which characterises festivals of this kind would
naturally be fathered on the god to whom the particular
festival was dedicated.

In this connexion it may not be without significance
that a festival of jollity and drunkenness was celebrated by
the plebeians and slaves at Rome on Midsummer Day,
and that the festival was specially associated with the fire-
born King Servius Tullius, being held in honour of Fortuna,
the goddess who loved Servius as Egeria loved Numa.
The popular merrymakings at this season included foot-
races and boat-races; the Tiber was gay with flower-
wreathed boats, in which young folk sat quaffing wine.2
The festival appears to have been a sort of Midsummer
Saturnalia answering to the real Saturnalia which fell at
Midwinter. In modern Europe, as we shall learn later on,
the great Midsummer festival has been above all a festival

1 Ancient writers repeatedly speak
of the uncertainty as to the fathers of
the Roman kings. See Livy, i. 4, 2 ;
Dionysius Halicarnasensis, Ant. Rom.
ii. a. 3 j Cicero, De re publica% ii. 18.
33; Seneca, Epist* cviii. 30; AeUan,

Var. Hist. xiv. 36.

* Ovid, Fasti, vi. 773-784; Varro,
De lingua Latinat vi. 17. Compare
L. Preller, R&misehe Mythokgic* ii
180 sq.